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FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING AND GUIDING RESPONSES TO 
HARMFUL SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS IN CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.18 am]: I rise to inform the house about 
the release of the Framework for understanding and guiding responses to harmful sexual behaviours in children 
and young people. The McGowan government is unwavering in its commitment to fully implement the findings 
and recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The royal 
commission found that over 30 per cent of all survivors who shared their stories had experienced sexual abuse from 
another child or young person. In 2021, the WA government invested $2 million over two years to build an evidence 
base and deliver a program of work that will inform the implementation of the royal commission’s recommendations 
about preventing and responding to children and young people exhibiting harmful sexual behaviours. With support 
from this investment, the Australian Centre for Child Protection recently launched the WA arm of its national 
program, the ACCPWA, focusing on supports, training and research for children who have been sexually abused 
or are displaying harmful sexual behaviours. We also recently announced an additional investment of $2.7 million 
over three years to partner with the ACCPWA to pilot a specialist intervention program in WA to respond to children 
and young people who exhibit harmful sexual behaviours. 
The framework is the first outcome from the collaboration with the ACCPWA and an essential first step in improving 
the way that we work. It will provide the foundation for improving our ability to intervene safely and effectively with 
children displaying harmful sexual behaviours and help us keep them and the children around them safe from harm. 
The framework was launched to state government agencies and the community services sector on 2 June this year and 
is now publicly available. Today I am pleased to table the Framework for understanding and guiding responses to 
harmful sexual behaviours in children and young people. A significant amount of work has gone into the development 
of this resource and its application across government, and the sector will see that, as practitioners and service systems, 
we can provide the right supports at the right time to children and young people displaying harmful sexual behaviour. 
[See paper 1233.] 
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